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 Increasing Habitat for the Endangered Painted Snipe at Lake Forbes  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Invasive weeds of riparian 
zones such as Hemlock, Dock, 
Paspalum, Cocksfoot, Blackberry 
and Phalaris have the potential 
to dominate areas adjacent to 
waterways.  This can transform 
important habitat for Painted 
Snipe into an unusable zone.

Revegetation with a range of 
native, riparian species of plants 
such as Carex appressa, Eleocharis 
sphacelata and other sedges and 
rushes provides important habitat 
for Painted Snipe.  The addition of 
trees and shrubs provides further 
cover for foraging and nesting. 
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Forbes Shire Council is located 
in the Central West of NSW and 
is built on an agicultural based 
economy.  The region is blessed 
with an abundance of natural and 
engineered water resoureces 
including the Lachlan River, Gum 
Swamp and Lake Forbes.

Birding in the Forbes Region

The abundance of water resources 
in the region leads to a high 
number of birds and in particular 
waterbirds, which makes Forbes 
a destination for ‘twitchers’ (bird 
watchers) looking to tick an elusive 
species off their bird lists.

One endangered species of bird 
that exists in the region, and has 
been recorded at Gum Swamp and 
Lake Forbes, is the Painted Snipe 
(Rostratula australis).  This bird is 
listed as endangered under both 
the Federal Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
2003 and the NSW Threatened 
Species Conservation Act 1995.

Project Activities

This project will directly respond to 
factors that have led to the decline 
of the this species including the 
loss and degradation of habitat, 
especially shallow ephemeral 
wetlands; and the replacement of 
native vegetation with exotic weed 
species.

Specifically, this project will 
restore an area known to support 
Painted Snipe through the following 
activities:

• Integrated weed control 
activities including herbicide 
application and mulching of the 
revegetation site

• Revegetation with a range of 
native riparian species known 
to be associated with the 
Painted Snipe including Carex 
appressa, Eleocharis sphacelata, 
Eucalypus camaldulensis, 
Melaleuca alternifolia and a 
selection of native grasses.
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More Information

NRM for Local Government
The Central West Local Land 
Services incentive funding supports 
land managers and community with 
improving and managing the health 
of our landscape.  Working together 
to enhance our natural resources 
and build productive, profitable and 
robust communities.
The Natural Resource Management 
(NRM) for Local Government 
Project aims to assist the Councils 
of the Central West Local Land 
Services region, to protect, enhance 
or maintain natural resources in 
their area.  
The project will support on ground 
actions or community education 

and engagement activities 
relating to natural resource 
managment outcomes that exhibit 
best management practice and 
innovative solutions to existing 
issues.
Councils must be members of the 
Central West Councils Environment 
& Waterways Alliance to be eligible 
for funding.
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As well as being listed as 
endangered under both the Federal 
Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2003 
and the NSW Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995, the Action 
Plan for Australian Birds has also 
listed the status of the Painted 
Snipe as endangered. 

A Species in Decline

The Action Plan for Australian 
Birds has been produced each 
decade since 1990, analysing the 
IUCN status of all of the species 
and subspecies of Australia’s birds.

The Action Plan for Australian 
Birds (Plan) 2010 estimates the 
remaining population of the Painted 
Snipe at between 1,000 and 1,500 
individuals and unlikely to exceed 
2,500 mature individuals.

There is clear evidence that this 
species is in a pattern of decline.  
In the 1990 Plan the Painted Snipe 
was listed as Near Threatened 
and demonstrated significant 
population decline over the 
ensuing two decades to be listed as 

Vulnerable in 2000 and Endangered 
in 2010.

Species Range

The Painted Snipe has a historical 
range of much of mainland Aus-
tralia with population decline 
leading to the majority of recent 
observations of this species across 
Eastern  and Northern Australia 
with some records in the South 
West.

The Painted Snipe requires shallow 
wetlands for survival where the 
bird will feed on 
seeds and inver-
terbrates such as 
insects, worms 
and crustaceans.  
Suitable habitat 
where the Painted 
Snipe may be seen 
include wetlands, 
dams, sewage 
settling ponds and 
other areas of shal-
low water that may 
be permanent or 
temporary in nature.

Threats

Loss of habitat is the primary 
reason for the decline of this 
species, which has resulted from 
the draining of wetlands, trampling 
of habitat by stock and diversion 
of water for agriculture and 
reservoirs.  

Additionally, weed infestation and 
feral predators are believed to 
have contributed to the population 
decline.


